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From its 1892 establishment as one of the founding departments of the University of Chicago, the History
Department has fostered programs leading to the Ph.D. degree in a broad range of fields. Hallmarks of our
program are theoretically sophisticated comparative and interdisciplinary approaches. Along with graduate
fields organized by traditional regional, national, and chronological boundaries, the Department offers a
comprehensive range of interdisciplinary, theoretical, and comparative fields of study.

The History Department's graduate students are broadly distributed by backgrounds and fields. Faculty
members work in close concert with students in the small graduate seminars, colloquia, tutorials, and workshops
that form the core of advanced training at Chicago. It is here, in intense interaction with faculty and fellow
students, that individual interests and the professional skills of the historian are honed. As in any history
program, a student is expected to learn to read critically, search out and analyze primary materials with skill, and
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write with rigor. At Chicago, we also expect that students will advance the frontier of knowledge in their chosen
subfield.

Students are strongly encouraged to take courses outside of History and to compose one of their three
oral examination fields in a comparative or theoretical subject. There are extensive opportunities to develop
ancillary fields with faculty in other social science and humanities programs and in the University’s professional
schools. Students and faculty have strong connections to The University of Chicago area studies centers and
interdisciplinary centers such as the Center for East European and Russian/Eurasian Studies; Center for East
Asian Studies; Greenberg Center for Jewish Studies; Center for Latin American Studies; France Chicago Center;
Nicholson Center for British Studies; Pozen Family Center for Human Rights; Center for the Study of Gender and
Sexuality; and Center for the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture. International centers offer homes away from
campus for students conducting research in Beijing, Delhi, Hong Kong, and Paris.

Central to our program are interdisciplinary workshops and special conferences that bring together
students and faculty from throughout the University for intellectual exchange. Some recent workshops involving
Department members include African Studies; Early Modern and Mediterranean Worlds; East Asia: Trans-
Regional Histories; Gender and Sexuality Studies; History and Theory of Capitalism; History, Philosophy and
Sociology of Science; Modern France and the Francophone World; Latin American History; Medicine and Its
Objects; Medieval Studies; Transnational Approaches to Modern Europe; and US History & Culture. Workshops
ensure dissertation writing students a supportive intellectual community within which both students and faculty
are able to present and comment upon research in progress.

For more detailed information on the History Department faculty and the graduate program, please visit the
Department’s website at http://history.uchicago.edu/.

Admission
Requirements for admission are:

1. The degree of Bachelor of Arts or its equivalent
2. A distinguished undergraduate record
3. High competence in foreign language

Four parts of the application are critically important: the student’s academic record, letters of
recommendation submitted by persons able to describe the student’s achievements and promise, a significant
example of the student’s work (bachelor’s essay, master’s thesis, research or course paper) and, finally, the
student’s statement of purpose, which describes the intellectual issues and historical subjects to be explored at the
University of Chicago. Although many graduate students change their focus in the course of their studies, it is
helpful to have the clearest possible idea of applicants’ interests and any research experience.

Testing requirements are reviewed annually and available in the online application. International applicants
must meet English language requirements set by the school. The requirements can be met through a waiver, the
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the International English Language Testing System (IELTS).

Information on How to Apply
The application process for admission and financial aid for all Social Sciences graduate programs

is administered through the divisional Office of the Dean of Students. The Application for Admission,
with instructions, deadlines, and department-specific information is available online at: https://apply-
ssd.uchicago.edu/apply/

Questions pertaining to admissions and aid should be directed to ssd-admissions@uchicago.edu or (773)
702-8415. The documents needed for the application should be uploaded through the online application.

Program for the First and Second Year
Students are required to satisfactorily complete no less than twelve courses over the first two years in the

program.

The twelve courses are as follows:

1. Two-quarter History seminar taken in the first year.
2. At least three graduate colloquia. These may be equivalent courses in other departments.
3. Up to three pass/fail reading courses for orals preparation (HIST 90600), typically completed in the

second year.
4. With the permission of their faculty advisor, students in fields requiring three or more research

languages may apply up to two language courses towards the department’s twelve-course requirement for
the PhD degree. In extraordinary circumstances, and again with the permission of their faculty advisor,
students may petition GSAC to count more language courses towards their twelve-course requirement.

5. First-year students are required to complete a substantial research paper due at the end of Winter
Quarter as part of the two-quarter History seminar.

http://history.uchicago.edu/
https://apply-ssd.uchicago.edu/apply/
https://apply-ssd.uchicago.edu/apply/
mailto:ssd-admissions@uchicago.edu
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6. Second-year students are required to complete a research paper under the supervision of their faculty
advisor during Autumn or Winter Quarter. These research papers may be written as part of a colloquium,
or in a graded, independent research course led by the faculty advisor (HIST 90000). In certain cases, with
the support of their faculty advisors, students may petition to have this second research paper requirement
waived (typically, those with a relevant MA)

Students are also required to take a foreign language reading examination during their first term. Each field
will specify the language(s) to be used and the degree of proficiency required. The fields will also determine
whether students have met the requisite standards. All language requirements for the field of study must be met
before the student enters candidacy for the degree.

Evaluation for the MA Degree
Students in the History graduate program may apply to receive the master’s degree in History once the

following requirements are met:

• Eight courses have been completed satisfactorily for a grade of B- or above
• A grade of high pass on a language exam, or equivalent
• Fulfillment of all administrative requirements (payment of fees and the like)

Note: Students leaving the program at the MA level can complete the foreign language examination with a
grade of pass (P).

Field Examination and Proposal
The Ph.D. field examination is taken at the end of the second year of study. Students are examined in three

PhD fields in a two-hour oral examination. The student presents the dissertation proposal at a hearing, and it
must be approved by the dissertation committee. The student is then admitted to candidacy for the doctoral
degree after the hearing and all other requirements are complete. Students are expected to enter candidacy no
later than the end of Spring Quarter of their third year of study.

Mentored Teaching Experiences
Students in the PhD program are required to have three mentored teaching experiences. Students can

petition to complete up to five mentored teaching experiences. Students may serve as teaching assistants, interns
in Core sequences, lecturers in undergraduate courses, or may co-teach with faculty. They may also take up a
prize lectureship. The student’s teaching plan is drawn up in consultation with their faculty advisor. All students
are strongly encouraged to prepare a teaching statement and sample course syllabi in preparation for their
entry into the job market. Full guidelines on the Mentored Teaching Experiences are available each year in the
Guidelines for the MA and PhD Curricula.

Research and Conference Funding
The department offers research, conference, and additional funding opportunities to students. The

Freehling, Kunstadter, and Sinkler families and friends have made funds available for research fellowships
to support funding for graduate students. The John Hope Franklin Fellowship was created to award students
working on African American or Southern U.S. history. Additionally, Eric Cochrane Traveling Fellowships of
$3,000 each are awarded annually to assist graduate students in Western European History in making a summer
research trip to Europe. Students can receive up to $8,000 over their career in travel funds. The department holds
two competitions per year to award funds for archival research. Students can apply to receive up to $3,000 during
each round. The funds also provide generous conference funding for PhD students. Up to $2,000 per student is
awarded in conference funds with an annual cap of $1,000. Finally, students may apply for special project grants
to fund other academic needs, for example, additional language or paleography training, toward the completion
of the PhD.

Work on the Dissertation and Final Defense
Following approval of the dissertation proposal and subsequent admission to candidacy for the Ph.D.

degree, students are expected to devote their time to dissertation research and writing. A formal defense of the
completed dissertation, written with the guidance of a three- or four-member dissertation committee, concludes
the degree requirements. All requirements for the PhD degree, including the final defense, must be completed
within seven years from the date of first matriculation.

History Courses
HIST 31103. We Other Victorians. 100 Units.
This course examines the construction of otherness, difference, and belonging in England during the long
Nineteenth Century from a historical perspective. Each week students will study a different "other" by drawing
on a variety of primary sources, including novels, autobiographies, government reports, legal documents,
private correspondence, newspapers, and scientific publications. Special attention will be paid to how and
why emerging social sciences such as anthropology, sociology, and psychology both contributed to and were
themselves informed by, (1) broader discussions about cultural ethnicity, biological race, national identity, and
modern society; as well as (2) changing conceptions of class, gender, race, religion, and illness. By working
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historically, students in this course will also develop a conceptual framework for studying otherness that
transcends geographic and temporal boundaries. Students will learn about the socio-political, cultural, legal,
scientific, and ideological construction of otherness in Victorian Britain while also developing a conceptual
framework for studying otherness that transcends geographic and temporal boundaries. This course relies almost
entirely on primary sources and is designed to help students develop the skills needed to complete an original
research project independently.
Instructor(s): Kristine Palmieri Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 35202, HIPS 22202, KNOW 32201

HIST 31302. Radicals in Early Modern Britain. 100 Units.
Throughout the 1640s and 1650s it seemed to many in England that the world they had grown up in-a world
characterized by patriarchy and hierarchy, by inequality and privilege, by an established church and a
monarchical state-was being turned upside down. Against a backdrop of conflict between Parliament and
Crown, a power vacuum had opened, and in this vacuum both organized radical groups and individual
visionaries saw the opportunity to make a revolution. The goals of these radicals were diverse, and often in
contradiction. Some wanted the creation of a strict republic, even a democracy; some sought the elimination
of private property; others the abolition of marriage; still others the creation of a millenarian Fifth Monarchy
led by King Jesus himself. What they shared was a common desire to remake England into a fundamentally
different society, and a failure to achieve their goals. Or was it a failure? Today the voices of these radicals
have disappeared from most histories of modern political thought. And yet this forgotten corpus of writing
reveals a very different early modern world, with strains of communism, proto-feminism, and dissent that
fed the imaginations of radicals for centuries, including many well beyond England. This seminar introduces
students directly to the ideas of the seventeenth-century English radicals. They will engage with the history and
historiography of the English Revolution, read a variety of primary sources, and complete a research paper.
Instructor(s): A. Johns Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 31302, HIST 21302, HIPS 21302

HIST 31406. Britain 1760-1880: The Origins of Fossil Capitalism. 100 Units.
Britain rose to global dominance after 1760 by pioneering the first fossil-fuel economy. This course explores the
profound impact of coal and steam on every aspect of British society, from politics and religion to industrial
capitalism and the pursuit of empire. Such historical investigation also serves a second purpose by helping us see
our own fossil-fuel economy with fresh eyes through direct comparison with Victorian energy use. How much
does the modern world owe to the fossil capitalism of the Victorians? Assignments include short essays that
introduces students to primary sources (texts, artifacts, and images) and a longer paper that examines in greater
depth a specific aspect of the age of steam.
Instructor(s): F. Albritton Jonsson Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): CEGU 31406, CHSS 31406, HIPS 21406, CEGU 21406, HIST 21406

HIST 31903. Medieval Christian Mythology. 100 Units.
Heaven and hell, angels and demons, the Virgin Mary and the devil battling over the state of human souls,
the world on the edge of apocalypse awaiting the coming of the Judge and the resurrection of the dead, the
transubstantiation of bread and wine into body and blood, the great adventures of the saints. As Rudolf
Bultmann put it in his summary of the "world picture" of the New Testament, "all of this is mythological talk,"
arguably unnecessary for Christian theology. And yet, without its mythology, much of Christianity becomes
incomprehensible as a religious or symbolic system. This course is intended as an introduction to the stories that
medieval Christians told about God, his Mother, the angels, and the saints, along with the place of the sacraments
and miracles in the world picture of the medieval church. Sources will range from Hugh of St. Victor's summa on
the sacraments to Hildegard of Bingen's visionary "Scivias," the Pseudo-Bonaventuran "Meditations on the Life of
Christ," and Jacobus de Voragine's "Golden Legend," along with handbooks on summoning angels and cycles of
mystery plays.
Instructor(s): R. Fulton Brown Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): RLST 21903, MDVL 21903, HIST 21903, HCHR 31903

HIST 32611. Paris from Victor Hugo to the Liberation, c. 1830-1950. 100 Units.
Starting with the grim and dysfunctional city described in Victor Hugo's "Les Misérables," the course will
examine the history of Paris over the period in which it became viewed as the city par excellence of urban
modernity through to the testing times of Nazi occupation and then liberation (c. 1830-1950). As well as focussing
on architecture and the built environment, we will examine the political, social, and especially cultural history
of the city. A particular feature of the course will be representations of the city-literary (Victor Hugo, Baudelaire,
Zola, etc.) and artistic (impressionism and postimpressionism, cubism, surrealism). We will also examine the
city's own view of itself through the prism of successive world fairs (expositions universelles).
Instructor(s): C. Jones Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Students taking FREN 22620/32620 must read texts in French.
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 22611, FREN 32620, ARCH 22611, ENST 22611, FREN 22620

HIST 32726. Viceroyalty of New Spain and its Cultural History. 100 Units.
Viceroyalty of New Spain and its Cultural History This seminar reviews the cultural production of the
Viceroyalty of New Spain (sixteenth to eighteenth century). It takes as its point of departure the cultural
exchange between Europe, America, and Asia. The opening of new routes (terrestrial and maritime) fostered
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a circulation of ideas and artifacts anchored in complex socio-cultural structures. The analysis of their transfer
along migration routes will allow to understand how their aesthetic values and symbolical meanings are
transformed within the allied goals of religion (church) and political power (state) involved in the colonial
enterprise. The seminar will take into consideration visual material (engravings, paintings) of the time as well as
primary textual sources.
Instructor(s): Baez Rubi, Linda Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): LACS 25126, HIST 22726, SPAN 25122, SPAN 35122, LACS 35126

HIST 33067. The Lands Between: Ukraine and its Histories. 100 Units.
Since the beginning of recorded history, the territory that now constitutes the nation of Ukraine has been a
crossroads of civilizations. Speakers of Yiddish, Polish, Ukrainian, Belarusian, German, and Russian have
claimed Ukraine as their homeland; it has hosted large and influential Catholic, Orthodox, and Jewish
confessional communities. The Ukrainian lands have produced rich and meaningful cultural exchange, but
they have also generated destructive conflicts and witnessed multiple invasions and horrific violence. How do
we make sense of the cultures, ideas, and communities that emerged from this region? And how has Ukraine
mediated broader understandings of what is "eastern," "western," or "European?"
Instructor(s): F. Hillis Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 23067

HIST 33615. Post-Soviet Ukraine. 100 Units.
This course focuses on the cultural life of Ukraine after the Soviet collapse. In a guided process, students will
co-facilitate this syllabus, deciding on topics and readings in (translated) Ukrainian literature and film as well
as the history of Ukraine. Possible topics include: memory of Soviet wars, the capitalist transition, Chornobyl,
artistic movements, subcultures, the Maidan Revolution, Russia's war, language politics, ethnicities, and gender
relations. Reading options include Andryukhovich, Zabuzhko, Plokhy, Zhadan. No prior knowledge required.
Instructor(s): Ania Aizman Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): REES 26070, HIST 23615, REES 36073

HIST 34109. The Globalization of Japanese Religions: From the 19th Century to the Present. 100 Units.
This course will explore the processes that led to the present situation of Japanese religions both within and
outside of Japan. It focuses on the encounter and exchanges between Japanese and non-Japanese actors in order
to question overly simplified models of globalization and modernization from the point of view of a global
history of religions. We will first consider the formation of the concept of "religion" itself in the second half of
the nineteenth century in both Europe and Japan. Building on these considerations, we will consider a selection
of primary sources to trace the main developments of Japanese religious traditions and institutions into the
present. Particular attention will be paid to both the inculturation of "foreign" religious traditions in Japan and
the spread of "Japanese" religious traditions outside of Japan. If possible, the course will also incorporate field
trips to Japanese religious groups in the Chicago area.
Instructor(s): Stephan Licha Terms Offered: Winter
Note(s): This course meets the HS Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): HREL 31500, EALC 31500

HIST 34113. History of Religions" and Japan. 100 Units.
Edmund Buckley was one of the first recipients of the Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago. His
dissertation was published in 1895 with the title Phallicism in Japan. As a practitioner of the new "science of
religions," Buckley carried out his field work in Japan and collected hundreds of objects to supplement his
historical and comparative research with copious examples of contemporary material culture. These talismans,
ritual objects, amulets, maps and guides to Buddhist and Shinto pilgrimage sites, portable statues, shrines for
traveling and the home, as well as numerous folk curios (such as phalli and kteis related to his research), were
kept by the University of Chicago and, over the decades, were moved many times. They now, or much of them
at any rate, reside within the Smart Museum of Art. They are uncatalogued, merely stored there, and are largely
unknown. This course will be an examination of the discipline of religionswissenschaft as it was applied to Japan
and the religious worlds therein. Buckley's work, as well as the remnants of his collection, will serve as a major
resource. Moreover, close readings of the works of Anesaki Masaharu, Hori Ichiro, Joseph Kitagawa, Helen
Hardacre, and others, will enhance our understanding of the history of this discipline as applied to the religious
world of Japan.
Instructor(s): James Ketelaar Terms Offered: Spring
Note(s): This course meets the HS or SCSR Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 39101, RLST 29100, HIST 24113, EALC 29101, HREL 49100

HIST 34122. Buddhist Meditation: Tradition, Transformation, Modernization. 100 Units.
From the Satipaṭṭhāna sutta of the Pāli canon to the "mindfulness" boom of recent years, Buddhism and
meditation often appear inseparable. The aim of this seminar is to historicize and critically question this
seemingly natural intimacy, for while it certainly cannot be denied that the various Buddhist traditions have
always had on offer a plethora of techniques for mental (and physical) cultivation, it is far from clear how or even
if all these could be subsumed under the in its current usage relatively recent category of "meditation". Drawing
on Buddhist meditation literature from various traditions, historical periods, and literary genre, in this seminar
we will take up a twofold question: First, how has the encounter with Buddhist techniques of cultivation shaped
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the modern understanding of "meditation", and second, up to which extend, and at what cost, has this very
modern understanding conversely conditioned us to see Buddhism as a "meditative religion" par excellence?
Instructor(s): Stephan Licha Terms Offered: Spring
Note(s): This course meets the HS Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 34600, SALC 24600, HREL 34600, EALC 24609, RLST 24600, SALC 34600, HIST 24122

HIST 34306. New Histories of Chinese Labor. 100 Units.
Past scholarship has often reduced the history of Chinese labor to the history of the Chinese labor movement or
the history of the Communist Party in its function as "the leading core" of the proletariat. The factory proletariat,
of course, was never more than a small segment of the Chinese labor force - less than five percent under the
Republic, less than ten in the People's Republic. Recent work has been more inclusive, looking at work outside
the formal sector, in agriculture, handcrafts, and service industries; at the work of women in formal employment
and at home; at sex work and emotional work; at unemployment and precarious work; at the work of internal
migrants; at Chinese workers abroad; at coerced work in private industry (the 2007 "kiln slaves' incident"); and
at carceral labor in Xinjiang and elsewhere. Most of the readings will deal with work in the Mao and post-Mao
years, right up to the present. We will combine readings on Chinese labor history with more general texts on the
relationship between productive and reproductive work, wage work and non-wage work, male and female work,
autonomous and heteronomous work. The guiding question throughout the course is if a new Chinese labor
movement is necessary, possible, or probable, and if it is not, under which conditions it might become so.
Instructor(s): J. Eyferth Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 24306, EALC 34455, EALC 24455

HIST 34401. History of the Fatimid Caliphate. 100 Units.
This course will cover the history of the Fatimid (Shiite) caliphate, from its foundation in the North Africa about
909 until its end in Egypt 1171. Most of the material will be presented in classroom lectures. Sections of the course
deal with Fatimid history treated chronologically and others with separate institutions and problems as they
changed and developed throughout the whole time period. Readings heavily favored or highly recommended
are all in English.
Instructor(s): P. Walker Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 20645, HIST 24401, MDVL 20645, NEHC 30645

HIST 34511. Social and Economic Institutions of Chinese Socialism, 1949 to 1980. 100 Units.
The socialist period (for our purposes here, c. 1949-1990) fundamentally transformed the institutions of Chinese
social and economic life. Marriage and family were redefined; rural communities were reorganized on a
collective basis; private property in land and other means of production was abolished. Industrialization created
a new urban working class, whose access to welfare, consumer goods, and political rights depended to a large
extent on their membership in work units (danwei). Migration between city and countryside came to a halt, and
rural and urban society developed in different directions. This course will focus on the concrete details of how
this society functioned. How did state planning work? What was it like to work in a socialist factory? What role
did money and consumption play in a planned economy? Our readings are in English, but speakers of Chinese
are encouraged to use Chinese materials (first-hand sources, if they can be found) for their final papers.
Instructor(s): J. Eyferth Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 22451, HIST 24511, EALC 32451

HIST 34518. Women and Work in Modern East Asia. 100 Units.
Worldwide, women do about 75 percent of the world's unpaid care and domestic work. They spend up to three
hours more per day cooking and cleaning than men do, and anywhere from two to ten hours more per day
looking after children and the elderly. Women's underpaid work at home and in industry subsidized the early
stages of industrialization in nineteenth-century Britain, early twentieth-century Japan, and contemporary
China, and women's unpaid contributions to their households enable employers worldwide to keep wages
low. We know, at least in outline, how women came to carry double burdens in Europe and North America,
but little research has been done so far about this process in East Asia. In this course, we will discuss when and
how China, Japan, and Korea developed a division of labor in which most wage work was gendered male and
reproductive work was marked female. Are current divisions of labor between men and women rooted in local
cultures, or are they the result of industrial capitalist development? How do divisions of labor differ between the
three East Asian countries, and how did developments in one East Asian country affect others?
Instructor(s): Jacob Eyferth Terms Offered: Winter
Note(s): Not offered in 2023-24.
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 24501, GNSE 30121, GNSE 20121, EALC 34501, HIST 24518

HIST 34519. Li Zhi and 16th Century China: The Self, Tradition, and Dissent in Comparative Context. 100
Units.
The 16th century Chinese iconoclast Li Zhi (Li Zhuowu) has been rightly celebrated as a pioneer of
individualism, one of history's great voices of social protest, an original mind powerfully arguing for genuine
self-expression, and more. He was a Confucian official and erudite in the classics, yet in his sixties he takes
the Buddhist tonsure, and late in life befriends the Jesuit Matteo Ricci. He sought refuge in a quiet monastery
devoting his life to scholarship, yet invited constant scandal. His A Book to Burn "sold like hotcakes," and
attracted enough trouble that reportedly readers would surreptitiously hide their copies tucked up their sleeves,
and was later banned by the state soon after his death. In this seminar, we will place Li both within the context



8  Department of History

of the history of "Confucian" thought, and within the literary, religious, and philosophical conversations of the
late Ming. Using his writings as a productive case study, we will think about topics including "religion," tradition
and innovation, "spontaneity" and "authenticity," and the relationship between "classics" and commentaries.
Throughout, we will bring our discussions into comparative analysis, considering views of thinkers and
traditions from other times and places. Chinese not required; for those interested, we will read select essays of
Li's in Chinese and students may choose translation as a final project.
Instructor(s): Pauline Lee Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): This course meets the HS or CS Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 24519, DVPR 33202, FNDL 23202, EALC 33202, EALC 23202, RLST 23202, HREL
33202

HIST 34613. God of Manga: Osamu Tezuka's "Phoenix," Buddhism, and Post-WWII Manga and Anime. 100
Units.
How can the Buddhist axiom "All Life is Sacred" describe a universe that contains the atrocities of WWII? Osamu
Tezuka, creator of Astro Boy and father of modern Japanese animation, wrestled with this problem over decades
in his science fiction epic Phoenix (Hi no Tori), celebrated as the philosophical masterpiece of modern manga.
Through a close reading of Phoenix and related texts, this course explores the challenges genocide and other
atrocities pose to traditional forms of ethics, and how we understand the human species and our role in nature.
The course will also examine the flowering of manga after WWII, how manga authors bypassed censorship to
help people understand the war and its causes, and the role manga and anime have played in Japan's global
contributions to politics, science, medicine, technology, techno-utopianism, environmentalism, ethics, theories of
war and peace, global popular culture, and contemporary Buddhism. Readings will be mainly manga, and the
final paper will have a creative option including the possibility of creating graphic work.
Instructor(s): A. Palmer Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): MAAD 14613, RLST 28613, FNDL 24613, HIST 24613, KNOW 24613

HIST 34706. Edo/Tokyo: Society and the City in Japan. 100 Units.
This course explores the history of one of the world's largest cities from its origins as the castle town of the
Tokugawa shoguns in the early seventeenth century, to its transformation into a national capital and imperial
center, and concludes in the postwar era as Tokyo emerged from the ashes of World War II to become a center of
global capital and culture. Our focus will be on the complex and evolving interactions between the natural and
built environments of the city and politics, culture, and social relations.
Instructor(s): S. Burns Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): ARCH 24706, EALC 34706, CRES 34706, HIST 24706, ENST 24706, CRES 24706, EALC
24706

HIST 34709. A Myriad of Mirrors: Traditions of History Writing in Premodern East Asia. 100 Units.
How does our understanding of the past change when our understanding of what history is changes? This
seminar examines how people in premodern China, Japan, and Korea interpreted and recorded their past prior
to the twentieth century. From official histories, canonical texts and authors to iconoclastic genres and hermit
scholars, we will examine the different forms that history took in different times and places while exploring
the connections and similarities of different traditions of history writing. Topics to be touched upon include
objectivity, morality, the role of politics, genre, narrative, and times.
Instructor(s): G. Reynolds Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 24709

HIST 34921. Darwinism and Literature. 100 Units.
In this course we will explore the notion that literary fiction can contribute to the generation of new knowledge
of the human mind, human behavior, and human societies. Some novelists in the late 19th and early 20th century
provided fictional portrayals of human nature that were grounded into Darwinian theory. These novelists
operated within the conceptual framework of the complementarity of science and literature advanced by Goethe
and the other romantics. At a time when novels became highly introspective and psychological, these writers
used their literary craftsmanship to explore and illustrate universals aspects of human nature. In this course
we read the work of several novelists such as George Eliot, HG Wells, Joseph Conrad, Jack London, Yuvgeny
Zamyatin, Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, Italo Svevo, and Elias Canetti, and discuss how these authors anticipated
the discoveries made decades later by cognitive, social, and evolutionary psychology.
Instructor(s): D. Maestripieri Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): Distribution requirements: Undergraduate: A; Graduate: 1
Equivalent Course(s): HIPS 24921, KNOW 21418, HIST 24921, CHDV 37861, CHSS 34921, KNOW 31418, CHDV
27861

HIST 35104. History and Philosophy of Biology. 100 Units.
This lecture-discussion course will consider the main figures in the history of biology, from the Hippocratics
and Aristotle to Darwin and Mendel. The philosophic issues will be the kinds of explanations appropriate to
biology versus the other physical sciences, the status of teleological considerations, and the moral consequences
for human beings.
Instructor(s): R. Richards Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): For students taking PHIL 23405, the course is (B) (II).
Equivalent Course(s): HIPS 25104, CHSS 37402, KNOW 37402, PHIL 33405, HIST 25104, PHIL 23405
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HIST 35110. Philosophy of History: Narrative & Explanation. 100 Units.
This lecture-discussion course will focus on the nature of historical explanation and the role of narrative in
providing an understanding of historical events. Among the figures considered are Gibbon, Kant, Humboldt,
Ranke, Collingwood, Acton, Fraudel, Furet, Hempel, Danto. (B) (III)
Instructor(s): R. Richards Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 35110, KNOW 31401, PHIL 30506, HIST 25110, PHIL 20506, HIPS 25110

HIST 35200. Explorations of Mars. 100 Units.
Mars is more than a physical object located millions of miles from Earth. Through centuries of knowledge-
making people have made the "Red Planet" into a place that looms large in cultural and scientific imagination.
Mars is now the primary target for human exploration and colonization in the Solar System. How did this
happen? What does this mean? What do we know about Mars, and what's at stake when we make knowledge
about it? Combining perspectives from the social sciences and humanities, this course investigates how
knowledge about Mars is created and communicated in not only science and technology fields but across public
culture. A major focus will be learning how Mars has been embedded within diverse social and political projects
here on Earth. Through reading-inspired group discussions and instructor-led experiential research projects, the
course will move from the earliest visual observations of Mars to recent robotic missions on the planet's surface.
In doing so, this seminar will critically grapple with evolving human efforts to make Mars usable. No prior
knowledge of Mars is required.
Instructor(s): Jordan Bimm Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): ENST 26070, HIPS 26070, KNOW 36070

HIST 35205. The Scientific Image. 100 Units.
This course explores the broad field of scientific image-making, focusing in particular on problems of formalism,
abstraction, and realism. What makes a "good" scientific image? What kind of work do scientific images do?
What philosophical, ideological, and political constraints underwrite attempts to render the complexity of events
and entities in the world in stylized visual vocabularies? And how might we approach the work of aesthetics
and style in image-making? We will examine these questions through a survey of several contemporary
scholarly frameworks used for thinking about problems of representation in scientific practice, and will attend
to such image-making practices as graphing, diagramming, modeling, doodling, illustrating, sculpting, and
photographing, among other methods.
Instructor(s): M. Rossi Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 35205, HIST 25205, HIPS 25505

HIST 35206. Global Science. 100 Units.
Is all science global, and if so, how did it get that way? Are some sciences more global than others? What
has been at stake historically in describing scientific activity as variously local, transnational, international,
or global, and how have these constructions influenced the historiography of the field? In this graduate
colloquium, we will explore different approaches to writing and examining scientific knowledge production
as a global phenomenon, as well as considering different historiographic attempts at grappling with science's
simultaneously local and global qualities, poly-vocal nature, and historical coproduction with global political and
economic power.
Instructor(s): E. Kern Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): HIPS 25316, HIST 25206, CHSS 35301

HIST 35308. Lab, Field, and Clinic: History and Anthropology of Medicine and the Life Sciences. 100 Units.
In this course we will examine the ways in which different groups of people-in different times and places-have
understood the nature of life and living things, bodies and bodily processes, and health and disease, among other
notions. We will address these issues principally, though not exclusively, through the lens of the changing sets of
methods and practices commonly recognizable as science and medicine. We will also pay close attention to the
methods through which scholars in history and anthropology have written about these topics, and how current
scientific and medical practices affect historical and anthropological studies of science and medicine.
Instructor(s): M. Rossi
Equivalent Course(s): HIPS 25808, ANTH 24307, CHSS 35308, KNOW 30202, ANTH 34307, HIST 25308, HLTH
25308, KNOW 25308

HIST 35421. Renaissance Book History: Censorship and the Print Revolution. 100 Units.
Collaborative research seminar on the history of censorship and information control, with a focus on the history
of books and information technologies. The class will meet in Special Collections, and students will work with
rare books and archival materials. Half the course will focus on censorship in early modern Europe, including
the Inquisition, the spread of the printing press, and clandestine literature in the Renaissance and Enlightenment,
with a special focus on the effects of censorship on classical literature, both newly rediscovered works like
Lucretius and lost books of Plato, and authors like Pliny the Elder and Seneca who had been available in the
Middle Ages but became newly controversial in the Renaissance. The other half of the course will look at modern
and contemporary censorship issues, from wartime censorship, to the censorship of comic books, to digital-rights
management, to free speech on our own campus.
Instructor(s): A. Palmer
Note(s): Assignments: short and long papers, alternative assignments
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Equivalent Course(s): HREL 34309, CHSS 35421, KNOW 31403, KNOW 21403, SIGN 26010, HIPS 25421, CLCV
25417, HIST 25421, RLST 22121, CLAS 35417

HIST 35611. Iranian Political Culture. 100 Units.
Iranian Political Culture
Instructor(s): Richard Payne Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 20721, NEHC 30721, HIST 25611

HIST 35705. Everyday Life in the Early Islamic Period. 100 Units.
How did people live in the early Islamic period? How did they work and study? What do we know about their
relations with family members, loved ones, and neighbors? How did they relate to the administration and to
people who ruled them? Did they get together to celebrate religious festivals? Did they have parties? What
sources do we have to learn about their habits, routines, and feelings? What can we learn about every-day
struggles, and how much do these differ from our own? This course aims to introduce undergraduate and early
graduate students to the study of social history through a combination of literary and documentary sources
from the early centuries of Islam. We will learn about both opportunities and limits of studying history from the
"bottom-up."
Instructor(s): CECILIA PALOMBO Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 25705, NEHC 30024, ISLM 30024, NEHC 20024, RLST 20324

HIST 35901. Radical Islamic Pieties: 1200 to 1600. 100 Units.
Some knowledge of primary languages (i.e., Arabic, French, German, Greek, Latin, Persian, Spanish, Turkish)
helpful. This course examines responses to the Mongol destruction of the Abbasid caliphate in 1258 and the
background to formation of regional Muslim empires. Topics include the opening of confessional boundaries; Ibn
Arabi, Ibn Taymiyya, and Ibn Khaldun; the development of alternative spiritualities, mysticism, and messianism
in the fifteenth century; and transconfessionalism, antinomianism, and the articulation of sacral sovereignties in
the sixteenth century. All work in English. This course is offered in alternate years.
Instructor(s): Cornell Fleischer Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Consent of instructor
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 25901, NEHC 20840, MDVL 20840, ISLM 30840, RLST 20840, NEHC 30840

HIST 36101-36102-36103. Introduction to Latin American Civilization I-II-III.
Taking these courses in sequence is not required. This sequence meets the general education requirement in
civilization studies. This sequence is offered every year. This course introduces the history and cultures of Latin
America (e.g., Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean Islands).

HIST 36101. Introduction to Latin American Civilization I. 100 Units.
Autumn Quarter examines the origins of civilizations in Latin America with a focus on the political, social,
and cultural features of the major pre-Columbian civilizations of the Maya, Inca, and Aztec. The quarter
concludes with an analysis of the Spanish and Portuguese conquest, and the construction of colonial
societies in Latin America. The courses in this sequence may be taken in any order.
Instructor(s): A. Kolata & S. Newman Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 16101, ANTH 23101, SOSC 26100, CRES 16101, LACS 16100, LACS 34600

HIST 36102. Introduction to Latin American Civilization II. 100 Units.
Winter Quarter addresses the evolution of colonial societies, the wars of independence, and the emergence of
Latin American nation-states in the changing international context of the nineteenth century.
Instructor(s): M. Hicks Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): CRES 16102, LACS 34700, ANTH 23102, HIST 16102, SOSC 26200, LACS 16200, PPHA
39770

HIST 36103. Introduction to Latin American Civilization III. 100 Units.
Spring Quarter focuses on the twentieth century, with special emphasis on the challenges of economic,
political, and social development in the region.
Instructor(s): D. Borges Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 16103, LACS 34800, PPHA 39780, CRES 16103, ANTH 23103, SOSC 26300, LACS
16300

HIST 36106. Tropical Commodities in Latin America. 100 Units.
This colloquium explores selected aspects of the social, economic, environmental, and cultural history of tropical
export commodities from Latin America-- e.g., coffee, bananas, sugar, tobacco, henequen, rubber, vanilla, and
cocaine. Topics include land, labor, capital, markets, transport, geopolitics, power, taste, and consumption.
Instructor(s): E. Kourí Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): CEGU 26106, LACS 36106, HIST 26106, LACS 26106

HIST 36204. The Latin American City: History of a Place and an Idea. 100 Units.
The general aim of the seminar is to re-evaluate, in cultural terms, the importance that the city - conceived both
as a reality and as a problem-has had in defining some keys with which Latin America was thought during
the 20th century. It will focus on a particularly rich period time, from the 1940s to the 1980s --a cycle of intense
transformations, both material and ideological, in which ideas about the city played an important and still not
very well-known role. The course will examine three different trajectories of urban thought entangled with urban
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transformations: the anthropological debates on migration and urbanization and their implications for housing;
the city imagined by the new agenda of social sciences, which based on urban development its hopes for an
accelerated modernization of the continent; and the city anathematized by the radical positions of political and
cultural critique, which underlined the longue-durée domination role of the city in the life of Latin American.
The three trajectories will be understood within the more general framework of the relationships between Latin
American countries and the United States, in a period of the greatest expansion of the North American model of
social science and planning (its theories, methods, and institutions) as a part of the expansion of the new political
and economic global power of the United States.
Instructor(s): Gorelik, Adrian Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): ENST 25129, LACS 25129, HIST 26204, LACS 35129

HIST 36509. Law and Citizenship in Latin America. 100 Units.
This course will examine law and citizenship in Latin America from the nineteenth to the twenty-first centuries.
We will explore the development of Latin American legal systems in both theory and practice, examine the
ways in which the operation of these systems has shaped the nature of citizenship in the region, discuss the
relationship between legal and other inequalities, and analyze some of the ways in which legal documents and
practices have been studied by scholars in order to gain insight into questions of culture, nationalism, family,
violence, gender, and race.
Instructor(s): B. Fischer Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): background in Latin American Studies, Latin American History, and/or legal history useful
Equivalent Course(s): LLSO 26509, KNOW 36509, LACS 26509, HIST 26509, LACS 36509

HIST 37006. Not Just the Facts: Telling About the American South. 100 Units.
The great jurist Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. once observed: "The main part of intellectual education is not the
acquisition of facts but learning how to make facts live." This course concerns itself with the various ways
people have striven to understand the American South, past and present. We will read fiction, autobiography,
and history (including meditations on how to write history). Main themes of the course include the difference
between historical scholarship and writing history in fictional form; the role of the author in each and
consideration of the interstitial space of autobiography; the question of authorial authenticity; and the tension
between contemporary demands for truthfulness and the rejection of "truth."
Instructor(s): J. Dailey Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Open to upper-level undergraduates; graduate students by consent of instructor.
Note(s): Assignments: three short papers.
Equivalent Course(s): AMER 27006, AMER 37006, LLSO 25411, HIST 27006

HIST 37408. Transatlantic Crossings: Everyday Race and Racism in the 20th Century. 100 Units.
In this course we will explore the "work" race does on both sides of the Atlantic, focusing mainly on the period
from the turn of the 20th century to the present. Topics covered will include: national variations in how "race"
and racial identity have been defined and invoked, including policies on the naming, gathering and use of racial
statistics; the fundamental rupture in ideas about race and transatlantic relations during and following the Great
War and its impact on popular culture during the interwar period; the transatlantic resurgence and challenges
to "scientific racism," focusing especially on how it was manifested in the politics and practices of biological
reproduction and adoption; the social reproduction of racial ideas and identities manifested in children's books,
toys, films, and sports; and how sports and the media shape and are shaped by racial ideologies. We will explore
these topics as relatively autonomous developments within the nation-states composing the Atlantic world,
while noting the transatlantic transfers, connections, and influences that both strengthened and challenged
them. Our readings and discussions will focus heavily on the U.S. and France, but where pertinent comparative
references will be made to Great Britain, Germany, and Brazil.
Instructor(s): Leora Auslander Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): RDIN 31100, HIST 27408, RDIN 21100

HIST 37415. Creating a Different Image: Black Women's Filmmaking of the 1970s-90s. 100 Units.
This course will explore the rich intersections between African American women's filmmaking, literary
production, and feminist thought from the 1970s to the early 1990s, with an emphasis on the formation of a
Black women's film culture beginning in the 1970s. We will examine the range of Black feminisms presented
through film and the ways that these films have challenged, countered, and reimagined dominant narratives
about race, class, gender, and sexuality in America. We will explore the power and limitations of filmmaking as
a mode of Black feminist activism; the range of Black feminisms presented through film; and the specific filmic
engagements of well-known Black feminist critics such as bell hooks, Toni Cade Bambara, and Michele Wallace.
As many Black feminist writers were engaged with filmmaking and film culture, we will look at these films
alongside Black women's creative and critical writing from the period. Approaching filmmaking in the context of
Black feminist thought will allow us to examine the possibilities of interdisciplinary approaches to film studies
broadly, as well as to think specifically about the research methods and theories that are demanded by Black
women's filmmaking in particular.
Instructor(s): Allyson Field Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): This course is open to graduate and undergraduate students from across the disciplines; our
conversations and presentations of the films will both depend on and be energized by different disciplinary
perspectives.
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Note(s): Not offered in 2023-24. Please email Professor Field at anfield@uchicago.edu before enrolling. Course
Description Continued: We will discuss the form, aesthetics, and politics of individual films and we will examine
larger efforts by artists and activists to build a Black women’s film culture, asking such questions as: What does a
film history of Black feminism look like, and what scholarly and creative methods does such a history demand?
To begin to answer these questions, we will revisit the 1976 Sojourner Truth Festival of the Arts—believed to
be the first ever Black women’s film festival—organized by Michele Wallace, Faith Ringgold, Patricia Jones,
Margo Jefferson, and Monica Freeman. The class will collectively participate in a homage series inspired by
the 1976 festival, featuring work by filmmakers from the original festival such as Monica Freeman, Madeline
Anderson, Michelle Parkerson, Ayoka Chenzira, Carol Munday Lawrence, Edie Lynch, and Camille Billops; as
well as others including Julie Dash, Zeinabu irene Davis, Maya Angelou, and Yvonne Welbon. The weekly course
screenings will be open to the public and students will gain experience in the public presentation of films by
actively engaging in public-facing aspects of film exhibition (writing program notes, delivering introductions,
participating in discussions, etc.). The class will culminate with a two-day symposium that will bring together
around 35 Black feminist filmmakers and artists, including a number from the 1976 festival, to revisit the threads
and legacies of the original event and discuss the present and future of Black women’s film practices.
Equivalent Course(s): CMST 21025, HMRT 31025, GNSE 30128, GNSE 20128, CMST 31025, HIST 27415, CRES
21025, KNOW 31025, HMRT 21025

HIST 37506. Changing America in the Last 100 Years. 100 Units.
This course examines the economic and social forces that have transformed the critical character and
performance of the major regions of the United States since the 1920s, and how the interactions between regions
has profoundly shifted. The course completes the historical sweep of American geographical development
following on from the Autumn course, Historical Geography of the United States, but can be taken as an
independent course. Emphasized are the ways in which socio-cultural, technological and economic changes have
played out differently across continental space, and produced variable environmental consequences. An all-day
field trip in the Chicago region visits sites that reflect some of the larger forces at work at the intra-regional scale.
Instructor(s): Michael Conzen Terms Offered: Winter
Note(s): Restricted to 3rd and 4th years This course counts towards the ENST 4th year Capstone requirement.
Equivalent Course(s): GEOG 32101, ARCH 27506, CEGU 22101, CHST 22101, HIST 27506, ENST 22101

HIST 37605. United States Legal History. 100 Units.
This course focuses on the connections between law and society in modern America. It explores how legal
doctrines and constitutional rules have defined individual rights and social relations in both the public and
private spheres. It also examines political struggles that have transformed American law. Topics to be addressed
include the meaning of rights; the regulation of property, work, race, and sexual relations; civil disobedience;
and legal theory as cultural history. Readings include legal cases, judicial rulings, short stories, and legal and
historical scholarship.
Instructor(s): A. Dru Stanley Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): GNSE 37605, AMER 27605, CRES 27605, GNSE 27605, HMRT 27061, HMRT 37605, LLSO
29704, HIST 27605

HIST 37718. Beyond the Culture Wars: Social Movements and the Politics of Education in the U.S. 100 Units.
Passionate conflicts over school curriculum and educational policy are a recurring phenomenon in the history
of US schooling. Why are schools such frequent sites of struggle and what is at stake in these conflicts? In this
discussion-based seminar, we will consider schools as battlegrounds in the US "culture wars": contests over
competing visions of national identity, morality, social order, the fundamental purposes of public education,
and the role of the state vis-à-vis the family. Drawing on case studies from history, anthropology, sociology and
critical race and gender studies, we will examine both past and contemporary debates over school curriculum
and school policy. Topics may include clashes over: the teaching of evolution, sex and sexuality education,
busing/desegregation, prayer in schools, multiculturalism, the content of the literary canon, the teaching of
reading, mathematics and history, and the closure of underperforming urban schools. Our inquiry will examine
how social and political movements have used schools to advance or resist particular agendas and social projects.
Instructor(s): Lisa Rosen Terms Offered: Spring 2022-23
Equivalent Course(s): PBPL 23011, EDSO 33011, SOCI 20588, CHDV 23011, EDSO 23011, SOCI 30588, CHDV
33011, HIST 27718

HIST 38006. Fundamentalism. 100 Units.
Is fundamentalism a useful term that allows us to compare anti-modern movements across a range of religious
traditions? Or is it a hopelessly problematic term that lumps together vastly different phenomena? This course
will use the troubled career of "fundamentalism" as a window onto the modern history of religion-and the
people who study it. We will begin by focusing on the origins of fundamentalism: as a description of the political
mobilization of conservative Protestants in the United States at the turn of the twentieth century. From there, we
will broaden our perspective, considering how the term "fundamentalist" has been applied to Islamic, Jewish,
and Hindu movements, as well as to secular phenomena like Marxism and nationalism. At each step of the way
we will consider not only "fundamentalism" itself but also the people who study it and those who mobilize
against it. Ultimately, we will ask: is fundamentalism an idea whose time has come again, or one whose time has
come and gone?
Instructor(s): William Schultz Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): This course meets the HS Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
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Equivalent Course(s): HIST 28006, RLST 21440, HCHR 41440, AASR 41440, RAME 41440

HIST 38307. Populism in the United States: Past and Present. 100 Units.
This course will explore the long history of populism in the United States, a history that raises fundamental
questions about the nature of US politics, law, and society. These include ongoing disputes over the ownership
and control of wealth; the rights and duties of individuals to each other as well as to the commonweal; the
relationship of citizens to their nation; reigning definitions of justice and the good life; and the currency of
racism, jingoism, paranoia, antisemitism, and demagoguery in US democratic politics. Such large subjects will be
engaged through an historical investigation, beginning with the War of Independence. The course will finish by
examining the putative re-emergence of "populism" in recent years, particularly since the financial crisis of 2008,
to include global comparisons.
Instructor(s): J. Levy and M. Zakim Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 28307, LLSO 28307, CCCT 28307

HIST 38308. Science, Governance, and the Crisis of Liberalism. 100 Units.
In the era of "post-truth" it has become common to link a crisis of scientific authority with a crisis of liberalism.
Democracies around the world are under threat, this reasoning goes, in part because of an attack on scientific
truth. But what does liberalism - as political culture and as a form of governance - need (or want) from science?
Depending where you look, the answer might appear to be facts, truth, a model 'public sphere,' an ethic of
objectivity, tactics for managing risk and uncertainty, or technologies of population management (to name a few).
In addition to exploring the complex historical relationship between science and liberalism in the modern era,
this course will critically assess how the history of science and the history of political thought have theorized
truth and governance. We will examine what models of "coproduction" and "social construction" - nearly
ubiquitous in the historiography of modern science - fail to capture about the histories of science and state power.
We will also think about how political and intellectual historians' theories of truth and mendacity in politics
might be enriched by more attention to scientific knowledge in both its technical and epistemological forms. This
course focuses on 19th- and 20th-century Europe and the United States in global perspective, and readings will
draw from political theory, history, economic thought, the natural and human sciences, and critical theory.
Instructor(s): Isabel Gabel Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 28308, KNOW 32204, HIPS 22204, CHSS 32504

HIST 38608. The Nuclear Age. 100 Units.
This seminar examines the history of nuclear science, technology, and politics since World War II. The invention
of atomic weapons transformed the international security landscape in the middle of the last century, yet most
nuclear arms have never been deployed in conflict. This course encourages students to consider the roles of
ideas, knowledge, culture, and secrecy in the development and deployment of technologies often considered
as quintessentially material. It asks how nuclear science and technology both reflected and informed social
landscapes, intersecting in crucial, often surprising ways with issues of gender, race, and class. What kinds
of people in which places have had access to atomic knowledge, and to what ends? Ranging across national
contexts and through social layers that intersect with nuclear industries, we will consider the perspectives
of victims / survivors, scientists, workers, environmentalists, miners, diplomats, and other people. Students
will encounter a multifaceted approach to the Nuclear Age, including how its promise and peril have been
represented and contested, into the present time.
Instructor(s): Benjamin Goossen Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 34200, KNOW 32200

HIST 38800. Historical Geography of the United States. 100 Units.
This course examines the historical and geographical roots of American regional diversity and national spatial
organization, from 1500 to 1920, and asks why American regions have developed and retained distinctive
characteristics-and what consequences this has had for contemporary society. These issues are pursued through
an examination of colonization processes, economic development, spatial differentiation, settlement patterns
and the changing role of cities. The emphasis is on the kind and quantity of European cultural transfer, physical
changes wrought by colonization, the modification of natural environments, the conquest of distance, and the
general approach of American society to the uses of space. This course requires no prerequisites. There will be an
all-day field trip in the Chicago region.
Instructor(s): Michael Conzen Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): Restricted to 3rd and 4th years This course counts towards the ENST 4th year Capstone requirement.
This course offered in the Autumn Quarter of even-numbered years
Equivalent Course(s): HIST 28800, CEGU 21900, CHST 21900, GEOG 31900, ENST 21900

HIST 39105. Gendering Slavery. 100 Units.
This reading seminar will introduce students to the key questions, methods, and theories of the burgeoning field
of gendered histories of slavery. Global in scope, but with a focus on the early modern Atlantic world, we will
explore a range of primary and secondary texts from various slave societies. Assigned monographs will cover a
multitude of topics including women and law, sexualities, kinship, and reproduction, and the intersection of race,
labor, and market economies. In addition to examining historical narratives, students will discuss the ethical and
methodological implications of reading and writing histories of violence, erasure, and domination. Learning to
work within and against the limits imposed by hegemonic forms of representation, the fragmentary nature of the
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archive, and the afterlives of slavery, this course will examine how masculinity and femininity remade and were
remade by bondage.
Instructor(s): M. Hicks Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): LACS 39106, GNSE 20131, HIST 29105, LACS 29106, CRES 29105

HIST 39201. Puerto Rico. 100 Units.
An examination of the current situation of Puerto Rico in historical perspective. Assignments: Short papers,
quizzes, midterm exam, final paper.
Instructor(s): D. Borges Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): LACS 39201, LACS 29201, HIST 29201

HIST 39403. The Political Theologies of Zionism. 100 Units.
The relationship between nationalism and religion has throughout history been a stormy one, often characterized
by antagonisms and antipathy. In this course we will examine from various aspects the complex nexus of these
two sources of repeated ideological and political dispute within Judaism, and more specifically within Zionism
as its political manifestation. Zionism has mostly been considered a secular project, yet recently, Zionist theory
is scrutinized to identify and unearth its supposedly hidden theological origins. In nowadays Israel, a rise in
religious identification alongside an increasing religionization of the political discourse calls for the consideration
of new theopolitical models of Zionism applicable in a post-secular environment. The aim of this course is
to explore this complex intertwining of politics and religion in Israel from both historical and contemporary
perspectives. The first part of the course will outline the theoretical foundation of post-secular and political-
theological discourses. The second part will address the explicit and implicit political theologies of Zionism. The
third part will outline contemporary aspects of political-theological thought in Israel, and their actual appearance
in the political sphere.
Instructor(s): David Barak-Gorodetsky Terms Offered: Winter
Note(s): This course meets the HS or CS Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): THEO 35806, NEHC 25806, JWSC 27940, RLST 25806, HIJD 35806

HIST 39406. Dance as History. 100 Units.
This course explores the relationship between dance and history. Rather than investigating the history of
dance, we will focus on how incorporating dance can alter the practice of historical research and representation
(including public history), and on how history has informed classical and contemporary concert dance since the
late 19th century. Through our weekly studio practice we also hope to develop new ways of representing and
embodying history through dance. The course will examine the traditional, historical language of storytelling
in certain disciplines of dance, and will seek to create a refreshed, relevant language of gesture and intention in
the studio that might effectively convey narrative. Our focus will be European and American classical, modern,
and contemporary concert dance since the 19th century, but students are welcome to explore other genres,
cultural contexts, and moments in their research and in discussion. Assignments will include readings as well as
viewing existing choreographic works on video; discussion of these texts and videos; engaging in conversation
with contemporary choreographers, writing analyses of dances informed by the readings; attending relevant
performances in Chicago, and participating each week in a studio-based class session in which we explore,
through movement, the themes under consideration that week. You do not need to have any dance experience to
take this course, but you must be willing to move.
Instructor(s): T. Zarah and M. Dincolo Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): TAPS 36275, TAPS 26275, HIST 29406

HIST 39505. Epistemic Virtues. 100 Units.
Epistemic virtues are to the pursuit of scientific and scholarly truth what moral virtues are to the pursuit of the
ethically good: personal qualities more likely (though never certain) to advance these goals and therefore ones
instilled and praised by the communities dedicated to such pursuits. In both the contemporary humanities and
the sciences, epistemic virtues include rigor, precision, objectivity, and productivity; in past epochs, certainty
ranked high. As in the case of moral virtues, various epistemic virtues can not only coexist with or even support
but also come into conflict with one another, raising the question: how to adjudicate their competing claims?
Using historical and contemporary case studies, this seminar will explore a range of epistemic virtues in both the
humanities and sciences. The aim is to reflect on commonalities and differences across the disciplines and on the
ways in which ethics and epistemology converge. (Co-teaching with Lorraine Daston.)
Instructor(s): Glenn Most & Lorraine Daston Terms Offered: Spring. The course will be taught in Spring 2023
Prerequisite(s): All students require instructors’ permission.
Note(s): The seminar will take place on Monday/Wednesday, 09:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.*, during the first five weeks
of the term (March 20 – April 19, 2023)
Equivalent Course(s): PHIL 25994, CLCV 23722, PHIL 35994, HIPS 25994, CLAS 33722, CHSS 35994, SCTH 35994

HIST 39538. Global Jewish History since the 1960s. 100 Units.
Jewish history around the globe since the mid-century watershed of the Holocaust of European Jewries; the
establishment of a Jewish nation-state and a majority-Jewish Israeli society marked by radically new forms
of Jewish culture and profound divisions of identity, ideology, and inequity; the unmaking of Jewish life in
the Middle East and North Africa; the unprecedentedly full integration of American Jews into the political,
economic, and cultural life of a global power; the total assimilation but stigmatization of Soviet Jews, and the
further entanglement of Jewish and Palestinian life after 1967. Examines Jewish political, cultural, religious, and
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intellectual life with a particular focus on the creation and then ongoing crisis of secular Jewishness in Israel, the
complexities of full integration in a dynamic but deeply fissured United States, the evolution of the Israeli-Arab
conflict, and the deepening of Israeli domination over Palestinian life, feminism and the transformation of Jewish
communal life, resurgent traditionalist religiosity, and rising disagreements over Zionism, identity, politics, and
the Jewish future roiling Jewish communities.
Instructor(s): K. Moss
Note(s): Assignments: short and long papers, in-class presentations
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 39538, HIJD 30751, JWSC 29538, NEHC 29538, RLST 20751, HIST 29538

HIST 39800. Archaeology for Ancient Historians. 100 Units.
This course is intended to act not as an introduction to Classical archæology but as a methods course
illuminating the potential contribution of material cultural evidence to ancient historians while at the same time
alerting them to the possible misapplications. Theoretical reflections on the relationship between history and
archaeology will be interspersed with specific case studies from the Græco-Roman world.
Instructor(s): J. Hall Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): CLAS 31700, HIST 20901, ANCM 31700, CLCV 21700

HIST 41102. Reading Archival Documents from the People's Republic of China. 100 Units.
This hands-on reading and research course aims to give graduate students the linguistic skills needed to locate,
read, and analyze archival documents from the People's Republic of China. We will begin by discussing the
functions and structure of Chinese archives at the central, provincial, and county level. Next we will read
and translate sample documents drawn from different archives. These may include police reports, personnel
files, internal memos, minutes of meetings, etc. Our aim here is to understand the conventions of a highly
standardized communication system - for example, how does a report or petition from an inferior to a superior
office differ from a top-down directive or circular, or from a lateral communication between adminstrations of
equal rank? We will also read "sub-archival" documents, i.e. texts that are of interest to the historian but did not
make it into state archives, such as letters, diaries, contracts, and private notebooks. The texts we will read are
selected to cast light on the everyday life of "ordinary" people in the Maoist period. The target group for the
course are graduate students and advanced undergraduates with good Chinese reading skills.
Instructor(s): J. Eyferth Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): advanced Chinese reading skills
Note(s): Not offered in 2023-24.
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 41102

HIST 44104. Criminal Justice and Human Rights in China. 100 Units.
The legal and political system in the People's Republic of China increasingly impacts the international stage. This
course will explore the major issues of China's criminal justice and human rights, including constitutional rights
and freedoms, policing, lawyering, trial, torture, the death penalty, ethnicities (Uyghurs, Tibetans, Hong Kong),
civil society and human rights movement, China's role in international human rights, and what these problems
matter to a potential political change.
Instructor(s): T. Biao and J. Ransmeier Terms Offered: Spring
Note(s): instructor consent only

HIST 44802. Development of Modern Chinese History Field in the West, 1950-2010. 100 Units.
Reading and discussion of classics of historical literature in modern Chinese history from 1950 through the
present. Emphasis on how historiographical changes during this period are manifest in each work. Each week
students read and discuss the assigned monograph and write a review essay emphasizing its relationship to its
historical context. The final requirement is a term paper in which the student constructs an analytical history of
the historical literature of the period.
Instructor(s): G. Alitto Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Open to upper-level ugrads with consent of instructor
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 44802

HIST 45602. Zionism and Culture, 1881 to the Present. 100 Units.
This course investigates the shifting relations between Hebrew/Israeli literature and culture and Zionism as a
political project, ideology, myth, and power structure. We will investigate multiple forms of cultural articulation,
from built environment, to popular culture, to culture as a set of practices that govern everyday life, while
devoting special attention to poetry - an institution valorized by classical secularist Zionism yet one often seen
as standing in tension with Zionism's contemporary religious-nationalist forms. What role has Hebrew culture
played within the Zionist project, as bearer, expression, reflection, or refraction of nationalist ideology or myth?
What are the relationships between culture's putative forms of autonomy and forms of dissent, resistance, or
alternative political vision in Israel and Palestine? How might this connect to Mizrachi and other 'minority'
identities, and the roles of Palestinians as cultural producers within Israeli frames? What is to be learned about
secular nationalism, Jewish secularism, post-secularism, religiosity, and political theology particularly in an era of
what seems to be the rising hegemony of expressly religious Zionism.
Instructor(s): Na'ama Rokem and Kenneth Moss Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): No prerequisites. Undergraduates must receive faculty consent.
Equivalent Course(s): CMLT 45602, CDIN 45602, NEHC 45602
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HIST 46000. Documentary Cultures in Early Islamicate Societies. 100 Units.
This Seminar for graduate students centers on the use of material and documentary sources for the study
of early Islamic history (ca. 640-1000 CE), particularly looking at multiple religious groups, languages, and
literary traditions. It will introduce the students to the study of documentary texts such as the Arabic papyri, the
expansion of Arabic papyrology as a field, and the integration of literary and non-literary sources. Students will
be encouraged and challenged to think of texts also as material objects. We will talk about sources and resources
for the study of political, economic, social, and intellectual histories of the Islamicate world; in so doing, we will
discuss also methods, problems, and perspectives.
Instructor(s): CECILIA PALOMBO Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 30022, ISLM 30022

HIST 46606. Research Themes in South Asian Studies: Textual Transformations - From Manuscript to Print.
100 Units.
This course offers an introduction to the theory and practice of book history and print culture studies, a relatively
recent and vibrant field of inquiry in South Asian Studies. The course will explore some of the main theoretical
approaches, themes, and methodologies of the history of the book in comparative perspective, and discuss
the specific conditions and challenges facing scholars of book history in South Asia. Topics include orality
and literacy, technologies of scribal and print production, the sociology of texts, authorship and authority, the
print "revolution" and knowledge formation under colonial rule, material cultures of the book, the economy
of the book trade, popular print, and readership and consumption. We will also engage with texts as material
artifacts and look at the changing contexts, techniques, and practices of book production in the transition from
manuscript to print.
Instructor(s): Ulrike Stark Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): This graduate course is open to advanced undergraduates (instructor consent required).
Equivalent Course(s): SALC 40106

HIST 47203. Deep State: Knowledge, Power, and Democracy in America, 1898-2001. 100 Units.
Contemporary political discourse abounds in loose references to "the deep state," evoking images of scheming
bureaucrats and covert operatives without shedding much light onto the nature of state power or its relationship
to historical practices of knowledge management. This course offers an historical exploration of the actual
workings of knowledge politics in US history since the turn of the twentieth century, when state modernization,
war and empire, global capitalism, professionalization, and advancing techno-science, all intersected to
concentrate the means of knowledge in projects increasingly directed by or accountable to state and federal
agencies. From tropical medicine and eugenics, to social welfare and immigration, to employment history and
credit ratings, to wars on crime and moral policing, and beyond, proliferating networks of experts, officials,
brokers, entrepreneurs, and institutions cast their all-seeing gaze across an ever-expanding terrain of life in
the United States. Our notions of personal freedom and autonomy, privacy, citizenship, security, identity, and
national belonging have all been remade in the process.
Instructor(s): J. Sparrow Terms Offered: Winter

HIST 47304. Narratives of American Religious History. 100 Units.
How do we tell the story of religion in America? Is it a story of Protestant dominance? Of religious diversity?
Of transnational connections? Of secularization? This course examines how historians have grappled with such
questions. We will read the work of scholars who have offered narratives explaining American religious history,
including figures like Sydney Ahlstrom, Albert Raboteau, Mark Noll, Ann Braude, Catherine Albanese, and
Thomas Tweed. This course will introduce students to key historiographical questions in the study of American
religion, as well as to classic texts which have shaped the field's development.
Instructor(s): William Schultz and Curtis Evans Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): This course meets the HS or SCSR Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): AMER 21315, RAME 41315, RLST 21315, HCHR 41315, HIST 27304, AMER 41315

HIST 47510. Religion in the Enlightenment: England and America. 100 Units.
Study in the historiographies of the Enlightenment in England and in America, with special attention to the
"trans-Atlantic" communication of ideas regarding the nature of the person, religion, and the role of the political
order.
Instructor(s): Richard Rosengarten Terms Offered: Winter
Note(s): This course meets the HS or LMCS Committee distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): RLST 22110, AMER 42100, AMER 22110, RAME 42100, HCHR 42200, HIST 27510, RLVC
42100

HIST 49304. The Global History of Money. 100 Units.
This course explores the last five hundred years of global economic history from the perspective of the evolving
institution of money. After considering theories of money, we address the histories of three global currencies:
silver, gold, and the US dollar. The course studies the role that silver played in the emergence of global capitalism
during the European conquest of the Americas, given Asian demand for silver; the rise of the international gold
standard in the nineteenth-century era of the Industrial Revolution, as well as the role gold played in the Great
Depression; the role of the US dollar in the post-World War II international monetary system, as well as in the
more recent era of globalization, including challenges today to the dollar's hegemony by other state currencies, as
well as cryptocurrencies.
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Instructor(s): J. Levy Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Upper-level undergraduates with consent of instructor
Equivalent Course(s): CCCT 49304, SCTH 39304, SCTH 29304

HIST 51400. Colloquium: Global British Empire in a Comparative Perspective. 100 Units.
This colloquium will both introduce students to the literature on the British Empire in the seventeenth,
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries and the burgeoning, sophisticated, and interdisciplinary literature on
comparative empires. We will discuss empires from the perspective of both the colonizers and colonized, discuss
the virtues and limitations of the settler colonial paradigm, and consider empires beyond national history
framings. Topics will range widely, including culture, society and political economy. This course is designed to be
relevant both for students of Britain and its empire and those interested in thinking about empires more broadly.
It will be a useful incubator for PhD research papers and for masters theses.
Instructor(s): S. Pincus Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only

HIST 51501. Britain, Modernity, and Empire. 100 Units.
TBD
Instructor(s): S. Pincus Terms Offered: Spring

HIST 52901. East Central Europe. 100 Units.
This graduate readings course will cover major themes and approaches to the history of East Central Europe
since the 19th century. Topics will include empire and post-imperialism, socialism and post-socialism; war and
occupation; religious, linguistic, and national diversity; the environment and gender & sexuality. The course will
form the basis for a graduate orals field in East European History.
Terms Offered: Winter

HIST 53101. Culture and Disaster. 100 Units.
Cultural practices in the face of cataclysmic events.
Instructor(s): A. Goff Terms Offered: Spring

HIST 53201. How to Read the Gospels. 100 Units.
What kind of texts are the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? Modern readers tend to approach the
Gospels primarily as sources of biography for the earthly life of Jesus of Nazareth, but ancient and medieval
readers saw in them something rather different. History, but also revelation. This course takes readers on a
journey from the origins of the Gospels in oral storytelling through their basis in the ancient Temple tradition of
prophecy to their patristic and medieval reading as a quarternity all pointing to the Majesty of the Lord. We will
read commentaries by Origen, Augustine, Gregory the Great, Bede, Rupert of Deutz, and Hildegard of Bingen,
among others, to discover the way in which their reading of the Gospels was informed by their experience
of liturgy and prayer, as well as the way in which the Gospels themselves informed their vision of Jesus as
Christ. Course requirements will include writing model commentaries on the texts as well as the opportunity to
create works of art (music, images, architectural plans). There will also be a final research paper on a particular
commentator or theme.
Instructor(s): R. Fulton Brown Terms Offered: Autumn

HIST 54700. Colloquium: European Cultural History, 19th-20th Centuries. 100 Units.
This colloquium surveys key approaches to and topics in European cultural history. We will read "old" and "new"
cultural histories; reflect upon cultural history's distinction from, and relationship to, other genres of historical
writing; and consider a range of sources historians have used to write about culture. Our topics include power
and ritual, everyday life, subjectivity, memory, popular culture and the media, generations and subcultures,
cross-cultural interactions, cultural revolutions and culture in revolutionary times.
Instructor(s): E. Gilburd Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.

HIST 56600. Colloquium: Modern Japan. 100 Units.
This colloquium is intended for graduate students preparing for a field exam in Japanese history and others
interested in reading recent scholarship on the social, political, and cultural history of modern Japan.
Instructor(s): S. Burns Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 56600

HIST 56703. Colloquium: Society & the Supernatural in Late Imperial & Modern China. 100 Units.
Introductory studies of Chinese history and culture often ignore religion, treating Confucius's alleged
agnosticism as representative of mainstream culture. But ideas about supernatural entities-souls separated
from bodies, ancestral spirits, demons, immortals, the vital energies of mountains and rivers, etc.-and practices
aimed at managing those spirits were important elements in pre-1949 life. Spirits testified in court cases, cured
or caused illnesses, mediated disputes, changed the weather, and made the realm governable or ungovernable.
After declining (1950-'70s), at least in public, various kinds of worship are again immensely popular, though
usually in altered forms. This course traces changes in the intersection of ideas about spirits and daily social
practices, focusing on attempts to "standardize the gods," resistance to such efforts, and the consequences for
cohesion, or lack of cohesion, across classes, genders, territory, ethnicity, and other differences. The ways in
which religion has been intertwined with attempts to define communities and claim rights within (or over) them
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will be a central concern. Another central theme is what "religion" means as a category for understanding late
imperial and modern Chinese history-an issue that will take on very different valences when we look at the 20th
century, in which Western models of what religions should look like became increasingly influential among
would-be secularizers and many religious activists as well.
Instructor(s): K. Pomeranz Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): EALC 56703, HREL 56703

HIST 56800. Introduction to Science Studies. 100 Units.
This course provides an introduction to the interdisciplinary study of science, medicine, and technology. During
the twentieth century, sociologists, historians, philosophers, and anthropologists raised original, interesting, and
consequential questions about the sciences. Often their work drew on and responded to each other, and, taken
together, their various approaches came to constitute a field, "science studies." The course furnishes an initial
guide to this field. Students will not only encounter some of its principal concepts, approaches and findings,
but will also get a chance to apply science-studies perspectives themselves by performing a fieldwork project.
Among the topics we may examine are: the sociology of scientific knowledge and its applications; actor-network
theories of science; constructivism and the history of science; and efforts to apply science studies approaches
beyond the sciences themselves.
Instructor(s): Michael Paul Rossi Terms Offered: Winter. Offered in Winter 2024
Equivalent Course(s): HLTH 22001, CHSS 32000, KNOW 31408, HIPS 22001, ANTH 32305, SOCI 40137

HIST 56801. Introduction to Environmental History. 100 Units.
We live in an age of planetary emergency. Environmental history offers a powerful lens to explore the historical
roots of the present moment. This course introduces graduate students to the history of the field, sampling its
methods and toolbox, strengths and weaknesses. Readings include a survey of the classics (Merchant, Cronon
and Worster) as well as a number of new voices (Demuth, Barnett, Seow).
Instructor(s): F. Albritton Jonsson Terms Offered: Spring
Equivalent Course(s): CEGU 56801, CHSS 56801

HIST 57300. Colloquium: Environmental History. 100 Units.
This graduate colloquium provides an advanced introduction to the vibrant field of environmental history. We
will trace the evolution of this rich historiography, from first-generation classics-often focused on the American
West-through to the geographical and thematic diversification of recent years. The course will give a flavor of
this diversity, touching too upon influential works in emerging subfields like animal history, climate history,
enviro-tech, and evolutionary history. Throughout, we will study how historians have addressed new analytical
and aesthetic challenges: negotiating the insights of the natural sciences, incorporating nonhuman agency, and
writing history at the vast scales of deep time and the planetary. The course is ideal for PhD students preparing a
general examination field and/or designing a research paper, but is open to MA students as well.
Instructor(s): e. Chatterjee Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 37400

HIST 58300. Ottoman Diplomatics and Paleography. 100 Units.
This course covers readings in a variety of document types from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
Instructor(s): Cornell Fleischer Terms Offered: Spring Winter
Prerequisite(s): Two years of modern Turkish and one year of Ottoman Turkish, or equivalent.
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 40583

HIST 58301. Advanced Ottoman Historical Texts. 100 Units.
Based on selected readings from major Ottoman chronicles from the fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries, the
course provides an introduction to the use of primary narrative materials and an overview of the development
and range of Ottoman historical writing. Knowledge of modern and Ottoman Turkish required.
Instructor(s): Cornell Fleischer Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): TURK 20103 or equivalent
Note(s): Enrollment by instructor consent
Equivalent Course(s): TURK 40589

HIST 58302. The Ottoman World in the Age of Suleyman the Magnificent. 100 Units.
This seminar/colloquim focuses on the transformation of the Muslim Ottoman principality into an imperial
entity--after the conquest of Constantinople in 1453--that laid claim to inheritance of Alexandrine, Roman/
Byzantine, Mongol/Chinggisid, and Islamic models of Old World Empire at the dawn of the early modern era.
Usually taught as a two-quarter reseach seminar, this year only the first quarter is offered, with a 15-20 paper
due at the end. Special attention is paid to the transformation of Ottoman imperialism in the reign of Sultan
Süleyman the Lawgiver (1520-1566), who appeared to give the Empire its "classical" form. Topics include: the
Mongol legacy; the reformulation of the relationship between political and religious institutions; mysticism and
the creation of divine kingship; Muslim-Christian competition (with special reference to Spain and Italy) and the
formation of early modernity; the articulation of bureaucratized hierarchy; and comparison of Muslim Ottoman,
Iranian Safavid, and Christian European imperialisms. The quarter-long colloquium comprises a chronological
overview of major themes in Ottoman history, 1300-1600. In addition to papers, students will be required to give
an oral presentation on a designated primary or secondary source in the course of the seminar.
Instructor(s): Cornell Fleischer Terms Offered: Autumn
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Note(s): Undergraduates must receive consent from the instructor to enroll
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 20862, ISLM 30852, CMES 30852, NEHC 30852

HIST 58303. Ottoman World/Suleyman II. 100 Units.
This two-quarter seminar focuses on the transformation of the Muslim Ottoman principality into an imperial
entity--after the conquest of Constantinople in 1453--that laid claim to inheritance of Alexandrine, Roman/
Byzantine, Mongol/Chinggisid, and Islamic models of Old World Empire at the dawn of the early modern era.
Special attention is paid to the transformation of Ottoman imperialism in the reign of Sultan Süleyman the
Lawgiver (1520-1566), who appeared to give the Empire its "classical" form. Topics include: the Mongol legacy;
the reformulation of the relationship between political and religious institutions; mysticism and the creation of
divine kingship; Muslim-Christian competition (with special reference to Spain and Italy) and the formation
of early modernity; the articulation of bureaucratized hierarchy; and comparison of Muslim Ottoman, Iranian
Safavid, and Christian European imperialisms. The first quarter comprises a chronological overview of major
themes in Ottoman history, 1300-1600; the second quarter is divided between the examination of particular
themes in comparative perspective (for example, the dissolution and recreation of religious institutions in
Islamdom and Christendom) and student presentations of research for the seminar paper. In addition to seminar
papers, students will be required to give an oral presentation on a designated primary or secondary source in the
course of the seminar.
Instructor(s): Cornell Fleischer Terms Offered: Winter
Equivalent Course(s): NEHC 30853, CMES 38052

HIST 59201. Colloquium: Modern Jewish History-Essential Topics, Questions, and Texts. 100 Units.
Intensive survey of recent (and some select classic) scholarship on modern Jewish political, cultural, intellectual,
social, and economic history on a global scale, coupled with some essential primary sources.
Instructor(s): K. Moss Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.

HIST 59202. State and Capital in the Modern Middle East. 100 Units.
This course explores histories of capitalism in the Middle East from the eighteenth century to the present.
Our survey of both older approaches to political economy in the region and newer works from this vibrant
and growing field will focus in particular on an enduring tension between claims to social wealth organized
by political institutions and forms of production and distribution mediated by market exchange. Topics will
include the transformation of Ottoman imperial revenue regimes, the making of landed property, the rise of
cash-crop agriculture, the volatilities of financial capital, the emergence of new social movement, the challenges
of development and decolonization, the promise and perils of oil wealth, the varieties of neoliberalism, and
the political economies of war and revolution. The course is designed both to introduce a diversity of scholarly
approaches to the history of capitalism and to incubate projects for future research.
Instructor(s): Jakes, A. Terms Offered: Winter
Note(s): 4 response papers, 1 final paper

HIST 59500. Colloquium: Topics in Mexican History. 100 Units.
An examination of recent historiography on modern Mexico, in English and Spanish: questions, methods,
sources, and scope.
Instructor(s): E. Kourí Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): LACS 59500

HIST 60500. Colloquium: Angels and Demons. 100 Units.
From Enoch to Milton, angels and demons were central to the Christian understanding of creation, whether as
the invisible intelligences of the celestial hierarchy or as the powers through which astrologers and magicians
worked. This course will focus on reading primary sources from late antiquity through the seventeenth century
for the study and importance of angels and demons, the roles which they played in Christian theology and
devotion, the development of ideas of virtue and goodness, evil and sin, and the interactions they were believed
to have had with human beings. Special attention will be given to both contemplation and magic, as well as the
role of the Virgin Mary as Queen of Angels and terror of demons.
Instructor(s): R. Fulton Brown Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.

HIST 60905. Colloquium: Topics in Early Modern Europe. 100 Units.
This colloquium introduces graduate students to important themes in early modern history, providing an
opportunity to get to grips with both classic interpretations and new arguments in the field. The subjects
addressed will vary from year to year, depending on the faculty member leading the class and the interests of
the participants. They will generally include a comparative element, however. Students will be expected to gain
experience in interpreting historical evidence while appraising historiographical debates. The course will require
historiography essays and may serve as an incubator for research papers.
Instructor(s): A. Johns Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): CHSS 60905
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HIST 61103. Readings in Modern Russian History. 100 Units.
This reading-intensive course will acquaint students with the major themes and interpretive problems of imperial
Russian history. It aims to prepare students to sit for an oral exam in Russian history as well as to create a solid
foundation on which students interested in modernity in other contexts may build. Topics to be discussed
include: the culture of autocracy and the tradition of reform from above, the role of ideologies and identities
in politics and society, the challenges of empire and nationalism, the struggle to establish a new order through
war and revolution, and the role of the individual and collective in Russian society. Knowledge of Russian is not
necessary.
Instructor(s): F. Hillis Terms Offered: Winter

HIST 62100. Colloquium: Subaltern Studies-Issues and Historiography. 100 Units.
The course will discuss problems of researching and writing histories of "subaltern classes" by focusing on some
key ideas and texts produced by scholars related to the South Asian series Subaltern Studies (c. 1980-2000).
Instructor(s): D. Chakrabarty Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): CCCT 62100, SALC 50200

HIST 62403. Colloquium: History of Radicalism in the United States. 100 Units.
The United States has a robust history of radical social and political movements. Recognizing that radicalism
is not confined to one end of the political spectrum, we will investigate moments of radical social and political
change from the eighteenth century to the present, paying particular attention to struggles over democratic
institutions (expansion, contraction, rejection of); white supremacy; violent resistance to state authority; freedom
of expression; and the rights of minorities (racial, sexual, religious). Assignments TBD/flexible depending on
student needs.
Instructor(s): J. Dailey Terms Offered: Spring

HIST 62602. Colloquium: American History II, from 1865. 100 Units.
This course is a companion to American History I. It explores major problems and methods in the historiography
of the United States since the Civil War. The central goals of the course are to provide a thorough immersion
in the major historiographical developments in the field of modern US history; to cultivate students' ability to
analyze important works of history and to synthesize patterns of scholarly intervention; and to help students
develop their own analytical agenda and successfully articulate it in oral and written form. It combines the
"classics," including period-based debates, along with more recent topical concerns. Major interpretive themes
knit together scholarly concerns under rubrics such as national and global capitalism; the environment;
migration and urbanization; citizenship, the state, democratic politics, and its many discontents; and the
ways in which all of these intersected with contested grassroots struggles over class, gender and sex, race and
ethnicity, religion and ideology. Readings will also grapple with major events, periods, and patterns, including
Reconstruction and its collapse, the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, WWI, the volatile interwar period, WWII,
the Cold War, the Vietnam era, the age of Reagan, and the post-Cold War world.
Instructor(s): J. Sparrow Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Note(s): Assignments: book reviews, presentations, historiographic essay.

HIST 62610. Colloquium: Topics in US History. 100 Units.
This reading-intensive course focuses on topics in US history.
Instructor(s): J. Levy and A. Dru Stanley Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only by consent of instructor.

HIST 62705. Colloquium: Approaches to Atlantic Slavery Studies. 100 Units.
We are witnessing an outpouring of scholarship on Atlantic slavery even as some historians are increasingly
critical of the archival method. This course uses select theoretical readings and recent monographs and articles to
examine this conceptual and methodological debate. Topics to be examined include histories of women, gender,
and sexuality; dispossession and resistance; urban and migration history; and interdisciplinary and speculative
techniques.
Instructor(s): R. Johnson Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): GNSE 62705, LACS 62705, RDIN 62705

HIST 63006. Sovereignty and Indigenous Peoples. 100 Units.
This course investigates sovereignty and its entanglements with colonialism. It treats sovereignty as both
an ideological construct and a set of political practices, with the operating hypothesis that modern concepts
of sovereignty have evolved as part of a dialogue between European empires and Indigenous polities.
Our approach will combine history (beginning in the early modern era, ca. 1500), political theory, and the
interdisciplinary field of Native American and Indigenous Studies (NAIS). Course readings will focus on the
Americas but will include texts on west Africa and Oceania.
Instructor(s): M. Kruer Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): RDIN 63006



Department of History 21

HIST 64203. Colloquium: The History of Jewish Time. 100 Units.
The colloquium will discuss different conceptions of Jewish time. We will examine temporal concepts in the
Bible, Talmud, and medieval and modern texts. We will consider the production of time in everyday life but, also,
in Jewish art, philosophy, literature, and history.
Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Note(s): This course is taught by Nitzan Lebovic, the 22–23 Joyce Z. Greenberg Visiting Professorship in Jewish
Studies.
Equivalent Course(s): HIJD 64203

HIST 64400. Colloquium: The Humanities, the Human, and the Nonhuman. 100 Units.
In this course, we will read some basic classical and early modern humanist texts in European history and try to
relate them to later intellectual developments, such as nineteenth-century humanism, as well as to more recent
ideas about the posthuman and the nonhuman.
Instructor(s): D. Chakrabarty and F. Hartog Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): SCTH 64400, KNOW 64400, CCCT 64400, SALC 64400

HIST 64612. Colloquium: Political Economy and the Enlightenment's Long Twentieth Century. 100 Units.
Beginning in the 1970s, intellectual historians in the Euro-American world began to rediscover what had
been a temporarily lost world of Enlightenment-era political economy. During the interval of comparative
oblivion before this rediscovery, nineteenth-century classical political economy appeared to hold the keys
to understanding the origins and evolution of advanced industrial societies; but the political and economic
turbulence of the 1970s announced the end of that implicit consensus. We shall begin by examining, among
others, members of the "Cambridge School" such as John Pocock and Istvan Hont, as well as non-Cantabridgian
pioneers like Albert Hirschman, Jean-Claude Perrot, Reinhart Koselleck, and Hugh Trevor-Roper. In the first
part of the course, our aim will be to reconstruct the late twentieth-century questions to which the political
economy of a resolutely preindustrial eighteenth century seemed to be an answer. At issue will be increasingly
contested understandings of sociability; the autonomy and rationality of market processes; the role of the state;
globalization; and the anachronism of virtue in individualistic, liberal societies. We will then turn our attention to
the debates and analytical refinements among the political economists of the long eighteenth century. These may
include Charles Davenant, Bernard Mandeville, Charles de Montesquieu, William Petty, François Quesnay, Adam
Smith, and Anne-Robert Jacques Turgot.
Instructor(s): P. Cheney and J. Isaac Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): SCTH 40132

HIST 64613. Colloquium: Microhistory and Narrative. 100 Units.
Microhistory has been a powerful influence on historical writing for some decades now. This course will explore
and analyze what "going micro" can bring to the discipline and will seek to evaluate its weaknesses as well as
its strengths. Starting with some of the classic originators of the field (Levi, Ginzburg, Zemon Davis, Darnton),
we will trace its development through discussions of issues of scale (Revel), and up to recent efforts to conjoin
the micro with the global (Trivellato, Ghobrial, Rothschild, etc.). We will pay close attention to the way that
microhistorical writing has challenged traditional approaches to narrative and causality. We will do this partly by
exploring its relationships with other, seemingly antithetical movements such as macro-, quantitative, and grand-
narrative history and partly by considering intersections with the methodologies of literary studies. The course
will cover both the early and late modern periods. Content will be largely but not exclusively European in focus,
and students will be strongly encouraged to explore how a microhistorical approach could be used within their
developing research projects.
Instructor(s): C. Jones Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only

HIST 66701. The Contours of Twentieth Century Thought I: Between Dialectical Theology and Analogical
Imagination. 100 Units.
Well into the twenty-first century it seems a good time to look back with the benefit of 20/20 hindsight and take
stock of the major theological developments of the twentieth century. Aside from the enormous impact of major
historical events like the communist revolution and two World Wars, there is also the event of Vatican II and the
civil rights struggle in the US. Throughout it all we see the profile of some extraordinary individual theologians
(Barth, Lubac, Balthasar, Tracy a.o.) embedded in a larger story marking the end of some major theological
movements (neo-scholasticism) and the beginning of others (dialectical theology and nouvelle théologie). This
first of what is intended as a two-sequence course on twentieth-century theology will focus on the work of a
number of Catholic and Protestant theologians, who struggle with the legacy of the Enlightenment and the need
to reconceptualize theological thought in a fast secularizing and globalizing world.
Instructor(s): Willemien Otten Terms Offered: Autumn
Note(s): Some knowledge of German and/or French will be helpful. This course meets the HS or CS Committee
distribution requirement for Divinity students.
Equivalent Course(s): THEO 40401, HCHR 40401
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HIST 66902. The Unknown Future: Uncertainty and Prediction in Modern Social Thought. 100 Units.
This course examines the long struggle in modern social thought to cope with uncertainty. The very idea that
the future is unknown or uncertain is a relatively modern one. We will consider the origins of the concept of the
unknown future and then consider a range of attempts to reduce the vagaries of chance and gain knowledge of
that which has yet to be. Topics covered include the emergence of probability and statistics, changing conceptions
of time during the Age of Revolutions, theories of historical progress, and radical uncertainty. Theoretical
readings will include the writings of Reinhart Koselleck, Michel Foucault, and John Maynard Keynes.
Instructor(s): Joel Isaac Terms Offered: Winter. Scheduled for Winter 2022
Equivalent Course(s): SCTH 40131

HIST 67002. Colloquium: The Emergence of Capitalism. 100 Units.
This colloquium investigates the emergence of capitalism in the world as a whole between the early sixteenth and
the late eighteenth centuries. We discuss the political and cultural, as well as the economic, sources of capitalism
and explore Marxist, neoclassical, and cultural approaches.
Instructor(s): J. Levy & W. Sewell Terms Offered: Autumn
Equivalent Course(s): SCTH 67002, PLSC 67002

HIST 67100. Colloquium: History of Cities and Megalopolises. 100 Units.
This colloqium considers the cultural, political, and social history of a century modern cities (1870s-1970s) as a
global phenomena.
Instructor(s): M. Tenorio Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.

HIST 67400. Colloquium: Settler Colonialism, History and Theory. 100 Units.
This course investigates the phenomenon of settler colonialism, a specific form of empire in which immigrant
settlers seek to replicate their home societies through the expropriation of indigenous land and elimination of
its population. The recent surge of scholarly interest in settler colonialism has not only revolutionized the study
of settler societies in multiple geographic fields, but also established a theoretical scaffold for transnational and
global indigenous studies. Yet settler colonial theory has some powerful detractors, and a lively debate about its
formulations and the consequences of its application. This course will explore this burgeoning field by engaging
with the theoretical literature and case studies that deploy the theory in a variety of contexts across the world. Its
core focus will be the British and French empires, but texts will include settler-indigenous contexts including East
Asia, South Africa, Australia, Hawai'i, and Palestine. Students are welcome to pursue research topics in any part
of the Atlantic world.
Instructor(s): M. Kruer and L. Auslander Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Consent of instructors; open to MA and PhD students only.
Equivalent Course(s): CRES 67400

HIST 67603. Public History Practicum I. 100 Units.
In this two-quarter course students will engage in the theory and practice of public history in partnership with
organizations doing community-oriented work in a variety of areas. In the winter colloquium, we will read and
discuss the theory and practice of public history as well as materials relevant to the projects you will pursue in
the spring. In the spring practicum, you will work in groups of 3-5 directly with one of the partner organizations.
All of the project-based work will be done collaboratively; working with partners means that there will be hard
deadlines. Projects and coursework will be designed to be adaptable to current public health conditions. A
showcase presentation of the projects is scheduled for the end of the spring quarter, by which time you will have
become acquainted with current scholarship on public history and with experience in its actual practice. The final
projects will be part of your portfolio and may be listed on your c.v.
Instructor(s): L. Auslander Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): Consent only; email Prof. Auslander by 7th wk of Aut qtr (lausland@uchicago.edu) if interested
in taking the course. Partner organizations/projects will be advertised in advance of that deadline; an info session
will explain the sequence's details. The Win qtr counts as a History grad colloquia.
Note(s): Every effort will be made to place students in their first choice of project; contact Prof. Auslander for
further information. The course is open to PhD students in the Social Sciences, Humanities, and Divinity School
at any point in their residency as well as to MA students.
Equivalent Course(s): ARTH 47603, SOCI 50126, CHSS 67603, RDIN 67603, ANTH 54610

HIST 67604. Public History Practicum II. 100 Units.
See HIST 67603
Instructor(s): A. Green Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): HIST 67603; Students must take Public History Practicum I (HIST 67603) and II in sequence.
Equivalent Course(s): RDIN 67604, SOCI 50127, CHSS 67604, ANTH 54611, ARTH 47604

HIST 69200. Colloquium: Atlantic Slavery. 100 Units.
This colloquium will introduce graduate students to the major methodological and historiographical debates
animating the study of slavery in the Atlantic world. Tracing an expansive period-from the fifteenth to the
nineteenth centuries-we will explore the complex economic, political, ideological, social, and cultural contexts
which made and were remade by early modern bondage. In addition, students will be asked to consider slavery
as a global historical process, unconstrained by the boundaries of the modern nation-state, and involving most of
Europe's major empires. Though assigned readings will principally focus on African slavery, the class will also
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engage histories of indigenous enslavement and other contemporaneous regimes of forced labor. Key discussions
will include the role of African cultures in the Americas, Black-indigenous relations, bondspeople's manipulation
of colonial institutions, the centrality of slavery to American economic development, the contentious politics of
slavery during the Age of Revolutions, and enslaved people's theorizations of liberty and imperial subjecthood.
Instructor(s): M. Hicks Terms Offered: Spring
Prerequisite(s): Open to MA and PhD students only.

HIST 70001. The Departmental Seminar I. 100 Units.
The two-quarter History graduate seminar leads to the completion of the first-year research paper. The autumn
quarter focuses on the craft of historical research and the art of critical discussion as students begin work on their
individual projects. Students will consider what constitutes a good historical question, examine a wide range
of research methods and analytical strategies, and explore how historians articulate the significance of their
work. Weekly readings drawn from a mixture of important recent works and established classics of the discipline
will encourage students to think and learn beyond their geographical, chronological, and methodological
specializations. Assignments will ask students to experiment with novel questions, sources, and methods, while
being geared toward laying the groundwork for a successful research paper. Upon completing the quarter,
students should be prepared to begin writing.
Instructor(s): E. Gilburd & A. Johns Terms Offered: Autumn
Prerequisite(s): Consent of instructors; first-year History doctoral students only.

HIST 70002. The Departmental Seminar II. 100 Units.
The two-quarter History graduate seminar leads to the completion of the first-year research paper. The autumn
quarter focuses on the craft of historical research and the art of critical discussion as students begin work on their
individual projects. Students will consider what constitutes a good historical question, examine a wide range
of research methods and analytical strategies, and explore how historians articulate the significance of their
work. Weekly readings drawn from a mixture of important recent works and established classics of the discipline
will encourage students to think and learn beyond their geographical, chronological, and methodological
specializations. Assignments will ask students to experiment with novel questions, sources, and methods, while
being geared toward laying the groundwork for a successful research paper. Upon completing the quarter,
students should be prepared to begin writing.
Instructor(s): E. Gilbert & A. Johns Terms Offered: Winter
Prerequisite(s): HIST 70001

HIST 90000. Reading and Research: History Grad. 100 Units.
Independent study with history faculty. Graduate students only.
Instructor(s): Arr. Terms Offered: Autumn Spring Summer Winter

HIST 90600. Oral Fields Preparation: History. 100 Units.
Independent study with history faculty to prepare for the history PhD oral-fields examination.
Instructor(s): Arr. Terms Offered: Autumn Spring Summer Winter


